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no fears,” and so we passed on to Mrs. Orton’s. When we arrived there we
saw great crowds, which were constantly increased by the arrival of succes-
sive country processions, until it was estimated that the meeting amounted to
sixty thousand people. There was a double row of constables formed from
Mr. Buxton’s (where the magistrates had taken their station) to the hustings.

““ My Father joined us soon after our arrival at Mrs. Orton’s,

*“ At length Hunt made his appearance in an open barouche, drawn by two
horses, and a woman dressed in white silting on the box. On their reaching
the hustings which were prepared for the orator, he was received with enthu-
siastic applause, the waving of hats and flags, the blowing of trumpets, and
the playing of music. Hunt stepped on to the hustings, and was again
cheered by the vast assemblage. ﬁe began to address them, and I could
distinctly see his motions through the glass 1 held in my hand, and I could
hear his voice, but could not understanﬁ what he said. He paused, and the
people cheered him.

““ About this time there was an alarm among the women and children near
the place where I stood, and I could also see a part of the crowd in motion
towards the Deansgate side, but I thought it a false alarm, as many returned
again and joined in the huzzas of the crowd. A second alarm arose, and I
heard the sound of a horn, and immediately the Manchester Yeomanry ap-
peared, coming from Peter Street, headed by Hu%h Birley, the same man
who, in 1815, as Boroughreeve of Manchester, presided at the public meeting
assembled to petition Parliament for the Repeal of the Corn Laws. They
ﬁalloped up to the house where the Magistrates were assembied, halted, and

rew up in line. After some hesitation, from what cause I do not know,
I heard the order to form three deep, and then the order to march. The
Trumpeter led the way and galloped towards the hustings, followed vy the
Yeomanry.

“ While this was passing, my attention was called to another movement
coming from the opposite side of the meeting, A troop of soldiers, the 16th
Hussars, turned round the corner of the house where we stood and galloped
forwards towards the crowd. They were succeeded by the Cheshire Yeomanry,
and lastly by two pieces of artillery. On the arrival of the soldiers, ifge
special constables, the magistrates, and the soldiers set wp loud shouts. This
was responded to by the crowd with waving of hats.  After this the soldiers
galloped amongst the people, creating frightful alarm and disorder. The
people ran helter-skelter in every direction.

** It was a hot, dusty day; clouds of dust arose which obscured the view.
When it had subsided o startling scene was presented. = Numbers of men,
women, and children were lying on the ground who had been knocked down
end run over by the soldiers. I noticed ome woman lying face downwards,
apparently lifeless, A man went up to her and lifted one of her legs; it fell
as if she were lifeless; another man lifted both her legs and let them fall. I
saw her some time after carried off by the legs and arms as if she were dead,

“ My attention was then directed to a number of constables bringing from
the hustings the famous Hunt, wearing a white hat, and with him another
man, also wearing a white hat, who was said to be Johnson. The prisoners

"were treated in a scandalous manner; many of the constables hissed and beat
them as they passed. "When they reached the Magistrates’ house he was
surrounded by constables, some pulling him by the collar, others by the coat.



